
Historic Area Site Sensory Guide

Sites Sound Light Surprise

American Indian Encampment L O L

Apothecary L H L

Art Museums L L L

Bassett Hall L M L

Blacksmith H L H

Bookbinder L L M

Brickmaker H O L

Cabinetmaker & Harpsichord Maker H L M

Campbell Archaeology Center L M L

Capitol H M L

Carpenter H O H

Charlton Stage M O M

Cook M L M

Cooper H L H

Courthouse H M H

Engraver M M M

Farmer L O L

Founder M L M

Gardener L O L

George Wythe House M L/O L

Governor’s Palace H L M

Governor’s Palace Stage M O M

Gunsmith H L L

James Geddy House M L/O M

Joiner M L M

Leather Breeches Maker & 
Shoemaker H L M

Liberty Lounge L M L

Military Encampment H O H

Milliner & Mantua-Maker L L M

Peyton Randolph House L L/O L

Play House Stage M O M

Presbyterian Meetinghouse M M H

Printer M L L

Public Gaol L L L

Sites Sound Light Surprise

The Public Hospital of 1773 L M L

Raleigh Tavern M L L

Robert Carter House L L L

Silversmith M M M

St. George Tucker House L H L

Tailor L M L

Tin Plate Worker H L M

Weaver M L M

Wheelwright H L/O H

Wigmaker M L L

Williamsburg Bray School L L L

Ticket Offices Sound Light Surprise

Art Museums L L L

Lumber House M M H

Visitor Center M M L

Dining Sound Light Surprise

Art Museums Café M H M

Chowning’s Tavern Garden & 
Cider Stand M O M

Christiana Campbell’s Tavern & 
The Cellar M M M

Dubois Grocer M L M

Huzzah’s Eatery M M M

King’s Arms Tavern M M M

McKenzie’s Apothecary M L M

Raleigh Tavern Bakery H L M

Shields Tavern M M M

Shopping Sound Light Surprise

Golden Ball M M M

John Greenhow Store H L H

Market House H O H

Museum Store M H M

Prentis Store L L L

Tarpley, Thompson, & Co. Store M M L

William Pitt Store H M M

Sound: Noise level in site          
Light: Level of light in site                                                             		         H - High    M - Medium    L - Low    O - Outdoors
Surprise: Unexpected noises, sights, smells, etc.    



Historic Area Programming Sensory Guide

Programs Sound Light Surprise

1776: The Trial for Independence M O M

1776 the Musical M L M

America Made in Virginia: 250 Years Together H O H

Bassett Trace Nature Trail Walk L O L

Beat the Retreat H O H

Behind the Field Musick H M H

Centennial! L M L

The Choice of 1776: To Sign or Not to Sign L L L

Colonial Games M O M

Company of Comedians M O M

Cry Witch M L H

Declaration of Independence Reading M O L

Designing Virginia’s Seal M L M

Explore with an Expert L L/M L

Fifes & Drums March H O M

First Steps in Dancing M L/M M

The Great American Birthday Quilt Exhibition L M L

The Great American Dance Party H O H

Hands-on: 250 Button Making L M/H L

Hands-On: Patriotic Art L M/H L

Haunted Williamsburg M L/O M

Ink Your Legacy L L L

Jefferson vs. Paine L L L

July 4 Pre-Show on Palace Green H O H

Leaves of Liberty L L L

Meet and Greet the Rare Breeds L O M

Programs Sound Light Surprise

Meet the Gardener L O L

Merchants Square Concert Series H O M

Military Demonstration: Freedom and the Fog of War H O H

Museum Highlights L L/M L

Music in the Galleries M L L

Nassau Street Past, Present, and Future L O L

Old and Remarkable Trees Tour L O L

Pop-Up Archives L M L

Public Auction M O M

Pursuing Happiness M L M

Raleigh Concert: Revolutionary Musick H L M

Rifle Demonstration: The “cursed, twisted guns” H O H

Salute to the States H O H

Spinning Freedom M O L

Stables Behind-the-Scenes L M/O M

State of Society M L M

Talk of the Town 1774 L O L

Trial of a Patriot M L H

Tune into the Past M O M

Under Arms: The Business of Riflemen M O M

Under Arms: Training the Grand Army M O M

Virginia Declaration of Rights M L M

Visit a Nation Builder M M/O M

The Weight of Liberty H O H

Williamsburg Declares M O M

Williamsburg: The Story of a Patriot M L L

Sound: Noise level in site          
Light: Level of light in site                                                             		         H - High    M - Medium    L - Low    O - Outdoors
Surprise: Unexpected noises, sights, smells, etc.    



Salute to the States 
Join the Colonial Williamsburg Fifes & Drums and the Virginia State Garrison Regiment as 
they present cannon salutes to the original thirteen states of the Union. 
Time: 10:30–10:50 AM 
Location: Military Encampment
Sensory note: Includes multiple cannon firings and Fifes & Drums performances.

Military Demonstration: Freedom and the Fog of War
A special demonstration of the weapons, tactics, and discipline of Virginia soldiers. 
Time: 11:30–11:50 AM 
Location: Military Encampment 
Sensory note: Includes musket firing. 
 
Beat the Retreat: Marching to a New Nation 
Guests of all ages are encouraged join this interactive program and to stand alongside 
Virginia’s revolutionary soldiers, marching together towards a new nation. 
Time: 4:00–4:20 PM 
Location: Military Encampment 
Sensory note: Includes musket firing and Fifes & Drums performances.

America Made in Virginia: 250 Years Together 
Join us for a star-filled tribute to America’s 250th anniversary in partnership with VA250 in 
the heart of the city where the idea of a new nation began. 
Time: 8:00–10:00 PM 
Location: Market Square North (behind Courthouse) 
Sensory note: Includes musket firing, Fifes & Drums performances, and fireworks. 
 

 
For your safety
•	 Please remain behind all designated safety barriers
•	 Follow staff instructions at all times
•	 Do not approach equipment before or after demonstrations
•	 Keep children supervised throughout the event 

Weather notice 
Programming may be delayed or canceled due to rain, high winds, or other unsafe conditions. 
Updates will be shared throughout the day.

Historic Area Programming Sensory Guide

July 4 Events: Cannon Fire, Musket Fire, and Fireworks 
 

This guide highlights scheduled programming that includes loud sounds such as cannon fire, musket 
demonstrations, and fireworks. Times listed below indicate when these effects are expected to occur.


